[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture notes Moore on Ellen
In the early seasons of Ellen, the sitcom, her queerness was usually subtextual (connotative rather than denotative). What are some of the examples the author gives?
In a latter season the character Ellen Morgan and Ellen Degeneres herself came out simultaneously. Ellen became the first openly gay character to be the main character on a TV series.
Ellen looks back on this time: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRu6XFUSYq0
According to Hall, ideologies are “chains of meaning.” Drawing on her words in the video above, what ideology appears to surround “being gay” for Ellen in this particular era? 
When Ellen returned years later with her daytime talk show, she is known to be a lesbian but that knowledge / awareness often operated in the early years through subtly double-coded comments or jokes.
As the article says, some writers criticized Ellen for keeping her sexuality largely subtextual in the early years of her talk show because it kept queerness at an amusing, nonsexual, safe distance.
media event vs media ritual: “A media event is a one-time idiosyncratic phenomenon that acts as an exception to the usual rules of both television flow and content, and, if planned, is often surrounded by quite a bit of promotional hype” (212). Any examples? 
Media ritual “is “part of the normal flow, and signifies through repetition, over time, or through multiple broadcasts” (212).
“One punctuates the Nielsen’s ratings, the other has the potential to slowly, rather than rapidly, shift consciousness through a process of slow audience acclimation to, and reinforcement of difference” (212). How do these concepts relate to Ellen’s career? 
What might be the strengths of a media event? 
What might be the strengths of a media ritual? 
Moore describes Ellen’s daily dancing is a queer media ritual: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dGYqqV4dhA
“As the music, usually hip hop, is played, Ellen’s body is on display in a manner that is decidedly not heteronormative. Here DeGeneres displays the grace and confidence that her accessible, self-deprecating, ‘kook’ act disavows. DeGeneres looks like a butch lesbian dancing alone, in a club” (212).
What did you make of the quotes from the people in the readings who said that her dancing is so gay? What might be queer about it? How might her dancing be read as safely containing queerness? 
liminal / liminality: “an area of condition of ambiguity and mixture, at the border of two different conditions” (p. 703 in glossary). Moore says that instead of a one time “I’m gay” coming out event, now that Ellen is out her queerness is a part of the daily ritual of her show. Her performance is of someone both “out” of the closet and “in” it.
Example: Jake Gyllenhall interview in 2004
As Moore puts it, in the early seasons of the series and pre-Portia Di Rossi, Ellen expressed her nonheterosexuality without explicitly identifying as gay. It was a careful and sly dance which some have referred to as her “skirting” the issue (217). Early on she avoided explicit references to herself as a lesbian and instead “What is made visible. . . is evasion” (217).
In what ways is the current version of the show different than what Moore describes? 
FYI: Ellen’s career would be an interesting essay topic. There is lots of academic literature written about her. Moore’s article is from 2008 and Ellen’s identification as a married lesbian has become more prominent and is literally spoken of on her show. Do not, however, simply repeat the content from the exam question. Use different examples and / or make a different argument.
Ellen on “The Gay Agenda:” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvQWMMz9DjE
This next video is quite interesting in terms of how queerness, straight people, gay people and homophobia appear on the show nowadays.
“Gay-straight alliance”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znt3BPKUMCY
IMPORTANT: Just like the NikkieTutorials video on Ellen’s youtube channel, the “comments are turned off” for this video, while they are on for most videos that the show posts. Why do you think that might be?
If you made a list of all the videos on her channel that had comments turned off you could probably identify topics and representations that are hotly contested at the moment.
If we think about Ellen’s show in terms of social justice, what do you think that she is accomplishing in terms of challenging homophobia? What might be some of the limitations of her approach? 
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